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President’s Message – 2018 In Review 
 

Reflecting back on 2018, I am proud to 

say that NCSITE had a busy and 

successful year; a year of coming together 

to address a changing landscape for our 

organization and for our industry. 2018 

was a year marked by significant 

membership involvement, partnerships, 

and organizational changes. 

Membership Involvement: NCSITE 

has a long standing history of solid 

programming from our Councils, 

Committees, and User Groups. 2018 was 

no different with 33 Council, Committee, 

and User Group meetings awarding 39.25 PDH and 16 CM credits. One of our 

newest Committees, the Young Professional Committee, has been so 

successful in the two years since they have been created, that the Board made 

the decision this year to promote the Committee to a Council in 2019 and 

promote the Young Professional Council Chair to a voting position on the 

Board of Directors. 

In addition to the significant educational and social opportunities offered by our 

Councils, Committees and User Groups, NCSITE hosts two member-wide 

meetings each year. In 2018 we held a Mid-Year meeting in Asheville, NC with 

over 100 people in attendance and an Annual Meeting in Raleigh, NC with over 

400 people in attendance.  

Partnerships: In addition to continuing the partnerships that NCSITE has 

formed with Women’s Transportation Seminar, ITS Carolinas, the North 

Carolina Chapter of Associate of Pedestrian and Bicycle Professionals and the 

Chamber of Commerce for our Main Street Initiative, in 2018 NCSITE formed 

a partnership with the Governor’s Highway Safety Program to help plan the 

2019 NC Traffic Safety Conference & Expo. This conference will bring together 

our transportation engineers and planners with law enforcement, public health 

professionals, and researchers from across the state for the purpose of 

improving safety for our citizens. 

Organizational Change: The requirement from ITE to remove the Affiliate 

designation from our membership created the potential for a lot of division 

within our Section that has a robust history of strong participation from our 

Affiliates. We met this challenge head on and worked together to determine a 

path forward that would continue to be inclusive of all transportation 

professionals in North Carolina. We further used this opportunity to poll our 

membership on where they see strength and weaknesses of our Section and 

how we can better serve them and the profession. 

Our new Executive Associate, Candace Cansler, worked hard this year to help 

NCSITE apply for non-profit status and file taxes for the first time, which 

included revisions to our Charter, Bylaws, and Operations Manual; a 

monumental feat. 

In addition to these larger themes to our year, I continue to be exceptionally 

proud of our outreach to the students in our three student chapters as well as 

continued work from our membership to create a fourth student chapter. We 

had many students from across North Carolina attend our Annual Meeting and 

presented the students with 9 scholarships totalling $21,000. This includes two 

new annual scholarships that were added for the first time in 2018 as well as an 

increase in the amount of one of our scholarship tiers to better reward our 

student members. Looking forward, I am pleased that NCSITE continues to 

have the financial stability to award these scholarships for years to come to 

help attract students to our profession and reward them for their involvement 

in the student chapters. 

In closing, I say "thank you" to the NCSITE membership for giving me the 

opportunity to serve by providing tremendous support during this busy year. 

Best of luck to President Eric Lamb as he takes the reins, and here's to another 

prosperous and successful year in 2019.  
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2018 SECTION LEADERSHIP 
President – Stacie Phillips, PE (Kimley-Horn/Raleigh) 

Vice President – Eric Lamb, PE (City of Raleigh) 

Secretary – Josh Hurst, PE (Clark Nexsen/Raleigh) 

Treasurer – Justin Carroll, PE (STV/Charlotte) 

Past President – Mike Surasky, PE (WSP/Raleigh) 

Section Director – Stephen Bolt, PE (City of Charlotte) 

Affiliate Director – John Sandor, PE (NCDOT/Durham) 

Consultant Vendor Council Chair – Peter Kurtz, PE (Quality 

Counts/Charlotte) 

Strategic Initiatives Council Chair –  Paula Flores (Alta Planning/Durham) 

Traffic Engineering Council Chair – Kellie Reep, PE (Stantec/Charlotte) 

Transportation Planning Council Chair – Josh Reinke, PE (Ramey 

Kemp/Raleigh) 

District Representative – Christa Greene, PE (Stantec/Raleigh) 

District Representative – Mike Surasky, PE (WSP/Raleigh) 

District Representative – Todd Delk, PE (Stewart/Raleigh) 

Mentoring Committee Chair – Terry Hopkins (Retired/Clayton) 

Awards Committee Chair – Rebecca Duffy, PE (City of Raleigh) 

Operations Committee Chair – Claudio Figueroa (VHB/Raleigh) 

Membership Committee Chair – Kara Peach, PE (VHB/Raleigh) 

Young Member Committee Co-Chairs – Andy Wagner (HNTB/Raleigh) and 

Cliff Lawson (Timmons Group/Raleigh) 

Simulation/Capacity Users Group Chair – Soheil Sajjadi (Arcadis/Raleigh) and 

Bradley Reynolds (Kittelson/Raleigh) 

Signal System Users Group Chair – Kevin Baumann (Kimley-Horn/Raleigh) 

Safety Users Group Chair – Sravya Suryadevara (HNTB/Raleigh) 

ITS Users Group Chair – Amanda Good, PMP (Kimley-Horn/Raleigh) 

NEPA Users Group Chair – Emily Love, AICP (Stantec/Raleigh) 

Pedestrian/Bicycle Users Group Co-Chairs – Caitlin Tobin 

(Kittelson/Charlotte) 

 

 

 

MEMBER INVOLVEMENT 
• NCSITE has three members that have been selected to participate in the 

2019 Leadership ITE Class.  These members are Claudio Figueroa 
Bueno (VHB), Tony Tagliaferri (NCDOT), and Stephen Bolt (City of 
Charlotte) 

• NCSITE member Kellie Reep is a graduate of the 2016 Leadership ITE 
Class. She is currently an active member of the Leadership ITE 
Marketing Committee and the ITE Younger Members 
Committee, where she assisted in the creation of and framework for the 
new ITE Matson and Hammond Mentoring Program.   

• NCSITE member Christa Greene will be serving as the Vice Chair of the 
International ITE Traffic Engineering Council next year.   

• NCSITE was well represented by members at the 2018 SDITE Annual 
Meeting in Mobile, Alabama, including members who presented as part of 
the technical program.  In addition, several NCSITE members attended the 
2018 ITE Annual Meeting in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

• NCSITE is eager to host the 2021 SDITE Annual Meeting in 
Wilmington, North Carolina. There will be a lot of new transportation 
infrastructure in the area by 2021 to provide for some great technical 
tours. The meeting location is located on the Historic Riverfront, so there 
will be a lot of fun activities for attendees and their guests/families.  
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FINANCES 
The table below summarizes income and expenses from our Section’s many 

activities. Note that even though the below table shows a significant loss for 

2018, the deficit does not reflect income from the November 15th Annual 

Meeting, which we should be receiving shortly from the event planner. 

However, we did experience a reduction in scholarship contributions and 

fundraising in 2018, and increased Mid-Year Meeting costs.  

 

2018 NCSITE 

Finances 

Expense Income Net 

Meetings $27,647.70 $18,790.00 $(8,857.70) 

Dues $- $6,129.00 $6,129.00 

Accountant, Fees, 

CM credits, Students 

$23,481.68 $14,200.00 $(9,281.68) 

Executive Associate $9,562.03 $- $(9,562.03) 

Councils and 

Committees 

$1,910.16 $- $(1,910.16) 

Scholarships $21,754.79 $4,431.68 $(17,323.11) 

Total $84,356.36 $43,550.68 $(40,805.68) 

 

NCSITE ended the year with the following bank balances: 

• Checking account: $75,050.94 

• Savings account: $50,565.11 

• PayPal account: $1,395.22 

• ITE North Carolina Section Scholarship Funds account: $108,997.00 

MEMBERSHIP 
NCSITE membership includes Members, Life Members, Affiliates, and Student 

Members. Members are those who are members of International ITE, and 

therefore of the Southern District and the North Carolina Section as well. 

Affiliates only pay dues to NCSITE in 2018, but this membership level will be 

phased out beginning in January 2019.  

Most events hosted by NCSITE have a higher cost for non-members than for 

members, and the cost difference is frequently at least $15 in order to 

encourage non-members to join.  Our Membership Committee made an effort 

this year to clean up our membership records by removing members who no 

longer wanted to participate and to eliminate duplicate membership 

subscriptions. The NCSITE membership as of the end of 2018 is as follows: 

NCSITE/ITE Retired/Life/Honorary Affiliates Students TOTAL 

364 74 33 17 488 

SECTION AWARDS 
The success of NCSITE is due to the dozens of engineers and planners who 

organize NCSITE activities and who provide high-quality transportation 

technical expertise throughout the state. 

The NCSITE Awards Committee receives nominations from our membership 

for all the Award categories, and then strives to honor the most deserving 

individuals for that year.  The Committee typically presents s i x  awards each 

year.  The NCSITE President also honors a member with special recognition.  

The NCSITE Awards Committee was honored to present the following 

awards in 2018: 

New Member Award: Claudio Figueroa, EI  

The New Member Award is presented to a New 

Member or Affiliate who has contributed substantially 

to the advancement of the Section. Recipients exhibit a 

teamwork approach to their NCSITE responsibilities, 

excellent leadership and professionalism skills, integrity, 

a willingness to learn, and an excitement for NCSITE 

activities and grown potential.  Claudio has been active 

with both the Transportation Planning Council and the 

Traffic Engineering Council.    After being a member 

for less than a year he volunteered for the Operations 

Chair position.  He returned the NCSITE newsletters 

back to weekly publications, he updates the NCSITE website, NCSITE 

calendar, and has set up registration pages through out the year for user 

group meetings and training sessions.  In 2018, he served as the social media 
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chair for the International ITE TENC.  He handles traffic forecasting, traffic 

analyses and microsimulation with VHB’s Raleigh office.   

 

Young Professional Award: Sravya Suryadevara, PE 

The Young Professional Award is presented to a 

Member or Affiliate, under the age of 35 years, who, 

over their young professional career, has 

contributed to the advancement of the 

transportation profession and NCSITE.  Sravya was 

instrumental in the planning of the joint SimCap 

Safety user group meeting in August.  She sparked 

an idea of a Vision Zero/Safety User Group and got 

it up and running in 2017, and is currently the chair 

of this newly formed NCSITE Safety User Group.  

She recently joined WSP as a supervising Traffic 

Engineer.   

 

 

Jay Quinn Technical Excellence Award: Dr. Joseph Hummer, PE 

The Jay Quinn Technical Excellence Award is presented to a recipient that 

must possess excellent 

technical knowledge, that 

shares their knowledge/insight 

with NCSITE, and who has 

made a significant contribution 

to the Section.  Joe served as 

the vice-chair for the Traffic 

Engineering Council this past 

year. He recently hosted a very 

successful webinar on 

alternative intersections for 

International ITE.  The 

nomination mentioned that “he 

spent many years researching unique and sometimes crazy ideas for 

intersections and interchanges, and now has opened our eyes to the many 

different ways we, as traffic engineers and transportation planners, can use 

some of these ideas to improve traffic flow and most importantly safety for all 

modes”.    He is currently the State Traffic Management Engineer in the 

Mobility and Safety Division at NCDOT.    

 

Robert J. Dodge Professional Image Award: Eric Lamb, PE 

 

The Robert Dodge Professional Image Award is presented to a recipient that 

must be a Member or Affiliate of NCSITE, they must possess demonstrated 

technical competence and excellent people skills, they must have a 

demonstrated  record of service to the profession, the organization, and 

his/her community; who by personal demeanor and example projects the 

best image of what a transportation professional should be.  Eric has been an 

active member of the Transportation Planning Council.  He served as chair 

for three years.   He has served on the NCSITE Board for the last two years 

and will be taking on the role of President for the NCSITE Board this year.  

The nomination mentioned that he “has always demonstrated a welcoming 

and professional attitude.  He has done a lot over the years to reach out to 

new possible members, especially students”.   He works for the City of 

Raleigh as their Transportation Planning Manager. 
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R.V. Moss  Lifetime Service Award:  Todd Brooks,  PE 

The R.V. Moss Lifetime 

Service Award is 

presented to a recipient 

that has been a NCSITE 

Member or an Affiliate for 

at least 15 years; they 

should possess 

demonstrated  technical 

confidence; and they 

should have made 

significant contributions to 

the profession and ITE 

through participation in 

committees, workshops, 

speakers’ bureaus, 

seminars, fundraising, 

meetings, and local 

arrangement committees, and through elected office at the Section level or 

higher.  Todd Brooks numerous councils and committees for NCSITE.  He 

has served as Secretary, Vice-President, and is a Past President with NCSITE.  

He previously received the Robert Dodge Professional Image Award, and has 

received the NCSITE President’s Award. Todd currently serves as the Traffic 

Engineering Group Manager at Dewberry. 

 

Contribution to Transportation Award: Bobby Lewis, PE 

The Contribution to Transportation Award is presented to a recipient that is 

not affiliated with NCSITE in any capacity who has contributed significantly to 

transportation through professional and/or political activities.  Mr. Lewis has 

over 20 years of experience of public service in NCDOT.  Bobby’s career has 

included County Maintenance Engineer, Division Operations Engineer, 

Division Engineer, NCDOT Chief of Staff, Interim Deputy Secretary of 

Transit and his current position of Chief Operating Officer.  Some of his 

notable achievements as Chief of Staff where in project selection in 

development of the SPOT process and funding as he tirelessly led the 

department’s legislative initiative that created the Strategic Transportation 

Investments (STI) law in 2013.  Also as Chief Operating Officer he played a 

major role in achieving passage of the Build NC Bond program in 2018.  

 

President’s Award: Jeff Dale, PE 

This Award recognizes a Member or 

Affiliate who has contributed to the 

advancement of the transportation 

profession and the Section. The NCSITE 

President awards the outstanding 

individual that has provided them 

guidance, advice, assistance, and offered 

help in whatever capacity is needed. This 

year Jeffery Dale received this award in 

recognition of providing over 20 years of 

guidance, mentoring, and friendship to President Stacie Phillips. 

COUNCILS AND COMMITTEES 

NCSITE’s standing councils - Consultant/Vendor, Strategic Initiatives, 

Traffic Engineering, and Transportation Planning– continue to support 

both the organization and its membership to promote professional 

development, develop traffic engineering and transportation planning training, 

foster leadership development & transportation advocacy and provide 

fellowship & networking opportunities.  

The Strategic Initiatives Council (SIC) continues its goal of helping NCSITE 

become a voice for transportation policy in North Carolina.  Through 

the SIC, NCSITE maintains its 

membership in NCGo! and continues 

its participation in the NC Chamber 

of Commerce-led Coalition for a 

Prosperous Future.  The SIC will be 

leading the effort to update the 

NCSITE Strategic Plan in 2019 and continue to publish “On the Street” articles 

to summarize issues affecting NCSITE members. 

 

The Traffic Engineering Council’s (TEC) met on a monthly basis and 
provided technical presentations at its monthly meetings. The Council has 
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added a social component to its 
monthly meetings to increase 
networking opportunities for 
attendees. The TEC also 
collaborated with NCDOT to 
host several ITE and TRB 
webinars throughout the year. 
The Council was responsible for 
assisting in the development of 
the technical agenda for the annual meeting and formed an agenda committee 
to select abstracts. TEC members participated in community outreach activities 
through Special Olympics of North Carolina at the summer and fall 
tournaments in Raleigh and Charlotte, respectively.   

 
The Transportation Planning Council (TPC) continued to meet on a 
regular basis and has incorporated learning opportunities and social events with 

its regular monthly meetings, as well as 
provided the planning efforts for the NCSITE 
Mid-Year Meeting in Asheville, North 
Carolina, which had over 100 people in 
attendance. Additionally, joint meetings and 
other collaborative efforts were held with the 
Traffic Engineering Council. The TPC assisted 
in the development of the technical agenda for 
the Annual Meeting and formed an agenda 
committee to select abstracts and also 
provided support for NEPA and 

Bicycle/Pedestrian Users Groups, which had great success this year. 
 

The Consultant/Vendor Council (CVC) seeks to promote vendors and 
their products to the membership, to increase vendor involvement via 
corporate memberships, and to serve as a resource to other councils. The 
CVC has participated in or led the following this year: 

• NCSITE Scholarship Fund Raffle (as part of the NCSITE Mid-Year 
Meeting) 

• NCSITE/ITSC Joint Golf Tournament Fundraiser 

• NCSITE Scholarship Fund Silent Auction (as part of the NCSITE 
Annual Meeting) 

• Coordinating vendors and sponsorships for the Mid-Year Meeting, the 
Annual Meeting, and for the NCSITE website and weekly email 
 

In 2016, NCSITE formed a Young Members Committee (YMC) to 

encourage graduating students to join our section and to provide professionals 

under age 35 with venues for networking and technical development. The 

committee continued to establish itself in 2018 by hosting multiple outreach 

events at each North Carolina student chapter, and to work to add a Student 

Chapter at the University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill. Due to the 

significance of the work and reach of the YMC, the Board voted to transition 

the YMC from a Committee to a Young Professionals Council in 2019, and 

to include the Council Chair as a voting member of the NCSITE Board of 

Directors. 

TECHNICAL MEETINGS & TRAINING  
NCSITE provided opportunities to earn almost 40 professional 

development hour credits and 16 AICP Certification Maintenance 

credits in 2018 alone through presentations at Council Meetings, User 

Group Meetings, the Mid-Year Meeting, and the Annual Meeting on a wide 

variety of topics. 

NCSITE’s six (6) active users groups – Simulation & Capacity Analysis, 

ITS, Safety, Signal Systems, NEPA, and Bicycle & Pedestrian –

promote information sharing and technical training that focuses on specific 

areas of expertise. User groups typically meet one to four times per year in 

various locations throughout the state. Highlights for 2018 include: 

• The SimCap User Group hosted a webinar on “New Features of 
TransModeler” on May 1st, presented an overview of NCSITE SimCap at 
the Louisiana SimCap meeting on July 18th, and held a half-day joint event 
with the Safety User Group on August 2nd in Raleigh. This joint event had 
approximately 50 participants, and included six technical presentations. 
The meeting theme focused on the intersection of analysis and safety. 
Speakers presented on intersection control evaluation (ICE), safety 
performance of ICE, safety corridor studies, wrong way driver detection, 
and gaps in safety prediction for interchanges. 

• The ITS User Group focused its efforts on collaboration with the Signal 
Systems User Group and with ITS Carolinas, who is leading the region in 
ITS and connected vehicle technology. 

• The Safety User Group held its first meeting on March 28, 2018. The 
meeting was well-attended and speakers from the NCDOT Traffic Safety 



 NCSITE 2018 Section Activities Report 
 

Page 7 

Unit presented a high-level overview of work that they conduct.  As 
previously mentioned, on August 2, the Safety User Group held a joint 
event with the SimCap User Group and had approximately 50 attendees. 
The meeting had professionals in both the public and private sectors 
present on traffic analysis and safety. In addition, the NCDOT Congestion 
Management Unit presented on their latest updates.  

• The Signal Systems User Group held a meeting in Wilmington, NC on 
May 15th. The meeting theme was “Tools of the (Signal) Trade” and 
featured four presentations over a half-day session, discussing a variety of 
tools to use to solve problems in the signals world. The event received 
positive feedback and had high attendance, especially for a one-day meeting 
that wasn’t near one of the state’s two most populous urban areas. 

• After reorganization and a mission reboot to start the year, The NEPA 
User's Group, led by Steve Brown (HDR) and Paul Koch (Stantec), 
established regular bi-monthly meetings of the group this year with lots of 
organizational and planning help from Emily Love (Stantec).  The group 
refocused their effort and outreach this year on major changes to the 
NEPA/Planning functions and re-organization of NCDOT. Chris Werner, 
NCDOT Director of Technical Services, led off the meeting year with a 
broad-based Q&A Session on the reorganization and revamped business 
practices related to NEPA project management and development. 
Additionally, Chris committed to provided regular updates to the group at 
each meeting going forward.  Other speakers throughout the year focused 
on the newly created Environmental Policy Unit at NCDOT, FHWA’s 
organizational changes in Project Development, NCDOT GIS-Based 
screening tool – Project ATLAS, and the state of Traffic Forecasting at 
NCDOT.  Additionally, the group is working to coordinate activities and 
topics with a recently formed NEPA Subcommittee to ACEC’s 
Environmental Committee.  The group’s regular active participation has 
grown significantly this year, and received more active engagement and 
collaboration from NCDOT, FHWA, and other agencies.  In 2018, the 
NEPA User’s Group built positive momentum to establish the group as a 
valuable practical resource for NCSITE members.  

• The Bicycle/Pedestrian Users Group hosted a roundtable discussion in 
August about bikeshare planning and implementation in Raleigh and in 
Durham. Transportation professionals from around the region came 
together for the event, which included presentations from the City of 
Raleigh and the City of Durham. The presentations led to a great 
discussion on the infrastructure, policy, and planning implications of docked 
and dockless bikeshare. 

Training – NCSITE, in partnership with the NCDOT Transportation 

Mobility and Safety Branch, offered eight introductory training classes in 

2015 and 2016 for TransModeler and TransModeler SE.  There were 

requests for additional training classes in 2018.  Two additional trainings were 

held in November and December 2018.  The material is presented as part of a 

16-hour class that is held over 3 days.  Each class accommodated up to 16 

participants.  

The 2018 NCSITE Mid-Year Meeting was held on May 31-June 1, in 

Asheville, NC, with approximately 100 in attendance. Technical presentations 

included enhanced left turns, drones for data collection, connected vehicle 

simulations, NC’s First CFI, Green Technologies, Main Streets and Funding, 

Land Use / Transportation, Vision Zero, Intersection Control Evaluations, and 

Bike/Ped evaluations. Technical tours included both a walking tour and a bicycle 

tour in Asheville. 

The 2018 NCSITE Annual Meeting was held on November 15 at the 

NCSU McKimmon Center in Raleigh.  The event was attended by over 400 

people and included presentations on a variety of topics including school zones, 

temporary roundabouts, electric scooters, NEPA/Title VI, Turbo roundabouts, 

Safest Feasible Intersection designs, connected and autonomous vehicles, Vision 

Zero, Ramp Metering, BRT with Bicycles, etc. The keynote speaker was Leslie 

Meehan from the Tennessee Department of Health. She gave our members 

food for thought about the important physical health benefits of having multi-

modal transportation in our communities. Our Councils and User Groups all 

contributed to hosting various sessions for the meeting, as did the combined 

student chapters. The student session once again included the annual Quiz 

Bowl competition. The lunch program, in honor of the past presidents of 

NCSITE, included the swearing in of the 2019 board, a speech by incoming 

president Eric Lamb, the presentation of eight NCSITE awards, and the award 

of multiple NCSITE scholarships to many university students.  
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UNIQUE ACTIVITIES 
NC Main Street Assistance Initiative  

NCSITE is offering a new pilot program aimed at helping small towns reclaim 

the main streets in their communities that have historically served as North 

Carolina highways.  These streets can be challenged by fast moving traffic, 

heavy trucks, declining storefronts, and hostile walking environments.  We 

believe that restoring these main streets and creating vibrant, walkable spaces 

is an important component to improving the economic health of rural North 

Carolina.  

Our NC Main Street Assistance Initiative will bring a panel of 

transportation experts to small towns for a weekend of intensive planning and 

analysis to determine how to restore the vitality of these historic and 

important town centers.  Our teams will be composed of private and public 

sector transportation professionals who care about small towns in North 

Carolina and understand how these streets can be realistically transformed into 

stronger, safer community assets. 

NCSITE Vice President Eric Lamb and Past President Mike Surasky attended 

the NC Main Street Conference in Clayton, NC in March 2018 to get the 

word out to municipalities about the initiative. We have also published the 

initiative on the NC Main Street listserve and have received about 10 

responses from small NC communities that have asked for our assistance. 

Right now, our pilot program includes Selma, NC with the potential to add two 

other communities. We are putting together a group of volunteers to create 

one day workshops and charrettes for these communities to help them with 

funding sources, downtown multi-modal ideas, and ways to increase economic 

development through transportation infrastructure that has a high benefit-cost 

ratio. 

Mentoring Program 

The NCSITE mentoring program seeks to support and encourage young 

professionals to become highly effective leaders by pairing them with seasoned 

professionals within North Carolina’s transportation engineering and planning 

field. After a successful second round of protégés and mentors, the Mentoring 

Program Executive Committee has begun planning for the third installation of 

the program to commence in early 2019. 

Community Service 

Angels Among Us – NCSITE was a sponsor of the Angels 

Among Us event at Duke Gardens, which several NCSITE 

members participated in as a fundraiser celebrating brain 

tumor survivors on April 28, 2018. Activities included a 5K run 

and fun walk through the Duke Gardens, children’s activities, 

silent auction, and more for the day.  

Special Olympics North Carolina is a non-profit organization that provides 

for all persons with intellectual disabilities to have the chance to become useful 

and productive citizens who are accepted and respected in their NC 

communities.  NCSITE once again provided volunteers for Special Olympics 

events across North Carolina. Our 

members worked as transportation 

volunteers for the Special Olympics 

Summer Games, Equestrian Tournament, and Fall Tournament in 2018, held in 

Raleigh and Charlotte. Special recognition goes to Mike Reese for spearheading 

these volunteer efforts!   

Make ITE Funner! 

NCSITE has the distinction of being the only ITE section with a Committee for 

People Who Want to Make NCSITE Funner & Other Good Things Like That 

(a.k.a. Make ITE Funner).  This committee of everyone and no one remains 

one of our favorite aspects of NCSITE: we make our members happy to be 

here!  This informal committee is sure to make an appearance whenever a 

group of NCSITE members gather. The Make ITE Funner committee showed 

up publicly once again for the SDITE Meeting in Mobile, Alabama.  
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COMMUNICATIONS  
The Operations Committee continues to improve and expand the Section’s 

communications, with their primary efforts being focused on the NCSITE.org 

website updates and the publication of NCSITE Weekly email newsletters.  

The email blasts highlighted events, news, announcements and job postings 

across the State. These NCSITE Weekly emails are distributed via the 

Section’s MailChimp email list with over 700 subscribers, including specialized 

lists for each Council and Users Group, with an average open rate of 40%, 

double the 

industry average.  

The Section has 

exanded its social 

media outlets, 

with three 

Twitter accounts 

with a total of 

250 followers, 

along with 

Facebook and 

LinkedIn pages.  

NCSITE also 

utilizes the 

Paper.li 

automated 

newsstand, which 

delivers 

transportation-

related news and 

content through 

our social media 

on a daily basis.  

You can follow 

our section on 

Twitter at 

@NCSITE_Sec.

LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES 

Through coordination with Strategic Initiatives 

Council, NCSITE has continued to be a valuable 

member of NC Go!, a state transportation 

coalition and advocacy network. NC Go! is our 

state’s voice for transportation infrastructure and 

policy at the NC legislature. The mission of NC 

Go! is to support efforts to improve transportation funding and improve the 

state’s transportation infrastructure. NCSITE has prompted the organization to 

better incorporate multimodal transportation options, namely pedestrians, 

bikes, and transit, into their discussions with elected officials.  

Even though 2018 was the short session for the legislature of North Carolina, 

the NCSITE Strategic Initiatives Council continued to advocate and promote 

legislation relevant to 

transportation. In 2018, 

the Council made NCSITE 

members aware of the 

“BUILD NC” $3 billion 

bond program that 

specifically targets regional 

and local strategic 

transportation projects 

across North Carolina. 

BUILD NC was passed by the General Assembly and was signed into law by 

Governor Roy Cooper. 

The Section continued its advocacy for all transportation modes by maintaining 

its member organization status with BikeWalkNC, a statewide advocacy 

organization that promotes non-motorized 

transportation choices for residents of and visitors 

to North Carolina.  
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STUDENT MEMBER ENGAGEMENT 
NCSITE believes that student engagement is key to the success of our 

organization, so we strive to maintain a strong connection with our student 

chapters at North Carolina A&T University, North Carolina State 

University and the University of North Carolina at Charlotte. We 

routinely provide networking opportunities and support the presentation of 

student research at our meetings. This year, the Young Members Committee 

has taken the lead on these opportunities, which have included: 

• March-April: Visits to UNCC, NC A&T, and NCSU student chapters 

• July: YMC Meeting with Emily Blount 

• September: Social with UNC-CH students 

• October-November: Visits to UNCC, NC A&T, and NCSU student 
chapters 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NCSITE continues to award nine college scholarships annually for a 
total of $21,000 per year to students enrolled at the three 
universities with student chapters. In addition, we are still in the process 
of establishing a scholarship endowment program to provide sustained funding 
for scholarships. We were able to expand our scholarships to include two 
more this year.  
 
NCSITE also is continuing to help start a 

student chapter at UNC – Chapel Hill. The 

university has programs that focus on planning 

and safety and can be a valuable asset to ITE. We 

held one event at the university with the 

students and have recently discussed this 

opportunity with a potential faculty member 

chapter advisor. This would give North Carolina 

four student chapters, which would also make for a more exciting quiz bowl at 

the annual meeting.  

To encourage interaction between the students and NCSITE professionals, all 

NCSITE meetings are free to students. At the NCSITE Annual Meeting, 

one session is set aside specifically for student presentations and the student 

Quiz Bowl. Six students presented their research at the meeting this year.  

Each student chapter is also asked to submit an Annual Report to NCSITE 

prior to the Annual Meeting. This report is judged by the Awards Committee 

and used in determining the winner of the Paul D. Cribbins Cup, honoring the 

Outstanding Student Chapter of the year. NC State was awarded the Cup in 

2018.  

Each student chapter receives $500 annually from NCSITE. Additionally, 

NCSITE covers all travel expenses not covered by SDITE for the winning 

quiz bowl student chapter to attend the SDITE Annual Meeting.  

CLOSING STATEMENT 
2018 has been another great year for NCSITE as we 

continue to build on our mission to be the 

professional organization of choice for transportation 

professionals in North Carolina.  


